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College application process
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Scholarships and financial aid

Volunteer service hours

Upcoming Events



Postsecondary Options



Military

Å High school diploma is required

Å Click here to register for the ASVAB
ÅWednesday, October 28 (WEB)

ÅWednesday, March 17 (WEB)

Å Contact a branch recruiter

Å Request your final transcript in May

Additional information can be found at: 

Requirements to join the U.S. military | USAGov 

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/testing
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/testing
https://www.usa.gov/military-requirements
https://www.usa.gov/military-requirements


Georgia MATCH

Å Georgia MATCH is a simple way for you to 

know where you are eligible for admission, 

based on your high school calculated 

HOPE GPA through 11th grade.

Å Georgia MATCH works with public and 

private accredited high schools in Georgia. 

Å To view your Georgia MATCH colleges, 

visit your GAfutures Student Dashboard at 

GAfutures.org | Georgia Student Finance 

Commission

https://www.gafutures.org/?action=signin
https://www.gafutures.org/?action=signin


Georgia MATCH



Trade Schools 
and Technical Colleges

Å HS diploma or GED required
ÅFinal transcript must be submitted (follow your schoolôs transcript request process)

Å Flexible testing options
ÅSAT/ACT accepted, but many schools use the Accuplacer

ÅAccuplacer is less expensive and used for course placement, not admission

Å Short-term, career-focused programs
ÅTypically completed in 2 years or less

ÅPrepares students for immediate entry into the workforce

Å Examples: Chattahoochee Tech, Gwinnett Tech, etc.

Å Train for in-demand careers such as:
ÅAviation, Criminal Justice, Welding, Cosmetology, Carpentry, Automotive, 

Medical/Dental Assisting, HVAC, Electrician, Graphic Design, Cybersecurity, EMT, 

and more!



2-Year Community Colleges

Å Requirements vary by 2-year colleges. Check websites for current 
requirements.

Å Check with individual schools to see if the SAT/ACT is required ï 
may take the Accuplacer exam instead.

Å Transcript ï most will require a minimum of your final transcript for 
proof of graduation. Follow the transcript request process.

Å Examples: Georgia Highlands College, Georgia Perimeter College



4-Year Colleges & Universities

Å Typically have higher admission requirements (e.g., higher GPA, 
higher test scores, etc.).

Å On average, it takes students four years to complete.

ÅStudents work towards a Bachelorôs degree.

Å SAT/ACT scores may be required (test-optional).

Å Examples: University of Georgia, Kennesaw State University

SAT or ACT scores are required for admission to all University 

System of Georgia (USG) colleges and universities for students 

applying for admission beginning with the Class of 2026.



Building a College List

ñReach schoolsò are those where your 

academic credentials fall below the schoolôs 

range for the freshman class. 

ñTarget schoolsò are schools where your 

academic credentials fall within or perhaps 

slightly exceed the schoolôs range for the 

freshman class. 

ñLikely schoolsò are schools you will almost 

definitely get into because your academic 

credentials are much better than the typical 

range for their freshman class.

Apply to 1 or 2

REACH SCHOOLS

Apply to 2 or 3

TARGET SCHOOLS

Apply to at least 1

LIKELY SCHOOLS



Points to Consider

Check admissions requirements by visiting college website

GPA admission requirements vary from school to school

Weighted and unweighted GPAs will be reported on your 
CCSD transcript

Class rank is not  included on transcripts or reported on 
secondary reports

Some colleges want students who show an interest in their 
school (demonstrated interest) 



How Colleges Calculate GPAs

Colleges typically calculate your 
GPA from your CORE ACADEMIC 
classes

Colleges may or may not ñweightò 
honors or AP courses

Examples of weighting at different 
colleges:
ÅUGA weights AP courses with 1.0 and does not 

weight Honors Courses.

ÅGeorgia Tech takes the WGPA off our transcript



College Application Process



Applying to College Guide

Research and determine what  
colleges you are applying to

Determine application type 
(e.g., Common App or direct-
to-college)

Decide your application 
deadline (e.g., Early Action, 
Regular Decision, etc.)

Submit your application(s)

Send your SAT/ACT scores via 
CollegeBoard/ACT 

Use SchooLinks to add 
colleges to your College 
Application Manager list and 
request teacher recs if required

Request your transcript from 
the records room 
($2 per transcript)

Track your admission status 
using the college websites

Click here  for a step -by-step college application guide.

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/collegeapplication


STEP 1: Research & Determine 
Which Colleges Youõre Applying To

Å Use the College School Search  tool in SchooLinks 

Å College websites

Å College Fairs
ÅPeach State Tour  ï various dates in Aug & Sept

ÅCollege and Career Fair  ï Monday, September 14 at Walton HS 

Å Campus tour (2 excused absences)
ÅYou must provide the Attendance Office with a note or email from the 

college confirming your attendance at a college admission information 
session/tour

Å College Rep Visits  to Walton

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_c2c60136d7e94691a7a5729670a7ef67.pdf
https://apply.uga.edu/portal/peachstate?fbclid=IwY2xjawEYdx9leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHfkNSy64CqTVSGAoVDyc2oplKHN9BDQtBiHvfPIYasoILMjXIoCYT_Ffjw_aem_04bOdWjs2UJEMM2MVON1_g
https://apply.uga.edu/portal/peachstate?fbclid=IwY2xjawEYdx9leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHfkNSy64CqTVSGAoVDyc2oplKHN9BDQtBiHvfPIYasoILMjXIoCYT_Ffjw_aem_04bOdWjs2UJEMM2MVON1_g
https://www.scholartrek.com/cobb
https://www.scholartrek.com/cobb
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_3e5467621b014942a7951164a65dfa9c.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_3e5467621b014942a7951164a65dfa9c.pdf


College Representative Visits

Over 130 college admissions counselors come to Walton each year to share 
information about academic and special programs, admission requirements, 
scholarships and financial aid, and campus life

ÅCollege rep visits are open to Walton junior and senior students only

ÅAll visits are listed in SchooLinks

ÅStudents must register in SchooLinks at least 24 hours before the scheduled visit

ÅPrint your SchooLinks confirmation email and show it to your teacher to receive 
permission to attend

ÅWhen attending college visits:

ÅCome prepared and ask thoughtful questions

ÅBe engaged and professional

ÅThis is your opportunity to make a great first 
impression and demonstrate your interest 
in the college or university



How to Sign Up for College Rep 
Visits in SchooLinks

1. From your SchooLinks homepage, click 

Events  at the top of your dashboard

2. Browse the list of upcoming college rep 

visits

3. Click on the college rep visit youôd like 

to attend

4. Click Register For This Event

5. After registering, you will receive automated 

email reminders about the event

6. You can view all your registered college rep 

visits at any time by returning to the Events  tab



STEP 2: Application Type 
Common App vs. Direct To Institution 

Common App (CA) Direct To Institution

An online college application platform accepted 

by over 1100 colleges

Applications are on each collegeôs 

undergraduate admissions website

Submit one application through Common App  

that can go to up to 1100+ colleges

Submit multiple applications through multiple 

admissions websites

Use CA if colleges accept Some colleges donôt accept CA

You must link your CA and SchooLinks 

accounts and waive your FERPA rights 

(click here  for instructions)

Most non-CA schools allow Walton to submit 

documents (e.g., transcript, letters of rec, etc.) 

through SchooLinks

Once CA & SchooLinks accounts are linked, 

the CA schools will automatically appear in the 

College Application Manager in SchooLinks

You must manually  enter the non-CA schools 

into your College Application Manager in 

SchooLinks for Walton to submit documents on 

your behalf through SchooLinks

https://www.commonapp.org/explore/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_3ea18f17a25a49dbaaf4649992beb718.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8750eb8ad2d84155820b0850bce4d900.pdf


STEP 3: 
Decide Your Application Deadline

Å Regular Decision 
ÅDeadline date established by the institution 

Å Early Decision (I &II) : Binding 
ÅCannot apply ED to other colleges; can only apply regular decision. 

ÅIf accepted, must attend (BINDING)

Å Early Action: Non -Binding 
ÅCan apply early to other colleges, can apply for regular decision 

Å Single Choice/Restricted Early Action: Non -Binding 
ÅCannot apply early to other colleges, can apply for regular decision 

Å Rolling Admission 
ÅOpen admission, decisions are given throughout the year, not at a specific time

Å Priority Deadline 
ÅSimilar to RA but priority is given to those applicants who meet the earlier priority deadline

Å Click here  to read more about application deadlines

https://www.road2college.com/college-application-deadlines/
https://www.road2college.com/college-application-deadlines/


STEP 4: 
Submit Your College Applications

Å Complete and submit each college application according to the collegeôs 
instructions.

Å Applications are NOT submitted through SchooLinks. They are submitted 
through Common App  or Direct -to-Institution  (not through Common App).
ÅIf a college offers multiple application options, we recommend using Common App 

whenever possible because it streamlines the application process.
ÅColleges do not give preference to applicants based on which application platform they 

use.
ÅMany Georgia colleges use GAFutures  for their applications. If you are not applying 

through Common App, you may need to create a GAFutures account before you can 
apply. 

Å Track all your applications in the College Application Manager  in 
SchooLinks.

Å Review each collegeôs application deadline.

Å Take your time completing your application and essays  ï this is a very 
important step!

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_3ea18f17a25a49dbaaf4649992beb718.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8750eb8ad2d84155820b0850bce4d900.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8750eb8ad2d84155820b0850bce4d900.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8750eb8ad2d84155820b0850bce4d900.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8750eb8ad2d84155820b0850bce4d900.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8750eb8ad2d84155820b0850bce4d900.pdf
https://0515426c-9b96-4472-9fad-d4a84dd4900a.filesusr.com/ugd/52ce70_4add83fbd0d143b0a294afe735baf829.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_709ae65a79cb47ddab240dd877b9e690.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brennanbarnard/2024/06/24/how-not-to-write-your-college-essay/


Applying to a College 
through GAfutures

1. Log in to your GAfutures  account. If you do not have 
an account, you will need to create one. 

2. Click College Planning.

3. Click College Applications.

4. Confirm that your personal information is correct, then 
click Yes.

5. Search for the college you want to apply to.

6. Under the Undergraduate column, click Apply  for that 
college.

7. Review the collegeôs application information, scroll to 
the bottom of the page, and click Apply Now.

***Remember you must manually add the college in 
your College Application Manager  in SchooLinks so 

Walton can process and send your application 
documents***

http://www.gafutures.org/
https://0515426c-9b96-4472-9fad-d4a84dd4900a.filesusr.com/ugd/52ce70_8750eb8ad2d84155820b0850bce4d900.pdf


Information for 
College Applications

Å Class size of the Class of 2027: 678

Å CCSD does not  rank students

Å Our grading scale is a weighted 4.0 scale

Å Waive your FERPA rights  when requesting recommendations

ÅWaltonôs CEEB code:111987

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_c3327906eb4a4cacbb16d5bb9c25d4f8.pdf


STEP 5: Sending Standardized 
Test Scores (SAT & ACT)

Å Each collegeôs standardized testing policy  is clearly outlined on its admissions website.

Å Visit the SAT and ACT websites for upcoming test dates and registration info.

Å Sending Official SAT & ACT Test Scores

Å If a college requires official SAT/ACT scores, they must be sent directly from 
the testing agency.

ÅClick here  to send your SAT scores directly from College Board

ÅClick here  to send your ACT scores directly from ACT 

ÅElectronic score reports can take several weeks,
so request your scores well before application deadlines

Å Some colleges will allow you to self-report your SAT or ACT 
scores. Always check each collegeôs admissions website for 
its specific score reporting policy.

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/testing
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html#dates
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/send-scores-to-colleges/sending-scores 
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/send-scores-to-colleges/sending-scores 
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/sending-your-scores.html 
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/sending-your-scores.html 


Understanding Test -Optional 
Admissions

Å For colleges that are test -optional  for Fall 2027:
Å You can submit test scores if you think it will strengthen your overall application.
Å If you donôt want to include test scores, you are not required to send them.
Å Admissions offices may place greater emphasis on other parts of your application:
Å GPA

Å Course rigor

Å Essays

Å Extracurricular activities

Å Letters of recommendation

Å Admission policies can change each year. Always check each collegeôs admissions 
website to confirm whether it is test-optional and to review 
current admissions requirements.

SAT or ACT scores are required for admission to all University System of 
Georgia (USG) colleges and universities for students applying for 
admission beginning with the Class of 2026.

https://fairtest.org/school/
https://fairtest.org/school/
https://fairtest.org/school/


STEP 6: Use SchooLinks  as your 
College òDeliveryó System  

Å SchooLinks  ISé
Åa delivery system

Åhow Walton sends your college materials (e.g., transcript, letters of rec, etc.)

Åwhere you request Teacher Letters of Recommendation, report which colleges 
you are applying to, and sign up for college rep visits

Åa search engine for college planning, scholarships, and career exploration

Åalso used for career planning, resume building, and self-discovery

Å SchooLinks  IS NOTé
Åhow you apply to college

Åwhere you request your transcript



Accessing SchooLinks

Å Go to Clever

ÅLook under ñMore Appsò for SchooLinks 



Completing the Find Your Path Assessment 
(First Time Logging Into SchooLinks )

The first time you log into your SchooLinks account, you must complete 
the Find Your Path assessment.

1. Click Get Started.

2. Answer all the assessment questions.

3. Review your personality type, and then click Next.

4. Select a career cluster that interests you and click Next.

5. Select a career that interests you and click Next.

6. Select a major or training program that interests you and click Next.

7. Review your personality type, career goal, and major/training goal. 
You may also download a copy of your results.

8. Click Go To Dashboard to begin exploring SchooLinks.



Adding Your Personal 
Email Address to SchooLinks

1. On your SchooLinks homepage, click on the gear   icon (top-right 
corner)

2. Select Account Settings 

3. Click Edit Notifications under Login Methods

4. Click Add/Edit Email

5. Enter your personal email address (not your students.cobbk12.org)

6. Click Save



Setting Up College Application 
Manager (CAM) in SchooLinks

1. From the SchooLinks 

homepage, click College, and 

then College Applications.

2. The first time you access 

CAM, you will be prompted to 

complete a 3-part setup 

process. 

3. Click Letôs Go to begin.



Part 2

Fee Waiver Eligibility 
(can be edited after setup)

Part 3

FERPA Waiver 
(cannot  be edited after setup)

Part 1

Personal Information 
(can be edited after setup)

ÅComplete all three parts of the CAM setup.

ÅFor Part 3, make sure that you waive your FERPA rights.

Setting Up College Application 
Manager (CAM) in SchooLinks



College Applications 
Dashboard in SchooLinks

Side Panel

ÅSchool List

ÅRecommendation Tracker

ÅFAFSA File Status

ÅCommon App Connection

ÅApplication Setup



Application Status Lists

ÅIncomplete
ÅMissing something

ÅCompleted & Pending
ÅEverything received

ÅSubmitted, waiting

ÅAccepted
ÅAdd the result - You got in! 

College Applications 
Dashboard in SchooLinks



Adding Colleges to 
College Application Manager (CAM)

You must add every college you plan to apply to in the SchooLinks CAM

ÅApplying through Common App (preferred)

ÅLink  your Common App account to SchooLinks

ÅYour Common App colleges will automatically sync to your SchooLinks CAM

ÅApplying Direct -to-Institution (not through Common App)

ÅManually  add each college to your SchooLinks CAM

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_3ea18f17a25a49dbaaf4649992beb718.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_3ea18f17a25a49dbaaf4649992beb718.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8750eb8ad2d84155820b0850bce4d900.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8750eb8ad2d84155820b0850bce4d900.pdf


Linking Your Common App Account 
to SchooLinks

Å If youôre applying to colleges through Common App, you are required to link your Common 

App and SchooLinks accounts

Å Once linked, your colleges will automatically  appear in your SchooLinks College 

Application Manager 

Watch this video 



Linking Your Common App Account 
to SchooLinks

1. Create a Common App  account using your personal email address (do not use your CCSD email).
2. Once logged into Common App, click the Common App tab at the top of the page.
3. Complete both the Profile  and Education  sections.
4. Click the My Colleges tab and add at least one college to your list (you may add as many as youôd like).  
5. Select any college on your list, then click Recommenders and FERPA. 
6. Under FERPA Release Authorization, click View Details and complete the FERPA Release Authorization  

(you must waive your FERPA rights).
7. Once completed, you will see a green checkmark next to Recommenders and FERPA, indicating that your 

Common App account is ready to be linked to SchooLinks.
8. Log into your SchooLinks  account.
9. Click College,  then select College Applications.
10. Under Common App, click Connect. 
11. Follow the prompts and click Link Common App Account. 
12. Log into your Common App account when prompted. 
13. Check the box authorizing SchooLinks to access your Common App account.
14. Click Connect & Continue
15. A confirmation message will appear indicating that your Common App and SchooLinks accounts have 

been successfully linked.

https://www.commonapp.org/


Common App 
Secondary School Report 

ÅThe Secondary School Report is a required form that your school counselor 
submits through SchooLinks for Common App colleges , providing the colleges 
with the following information:
ÅSchool profile, with curriculum and course offerings.

ÅGrading scale and GPA information.

ÅClass rank policy (CCSD does NOT rank its students).

ÅGraduation requirements.

ÅYour official transcript, including current senior course schedule.

ÅCounselor letter of recommendation if required by the college.

ÅYou do not request or complete the Secondary School Report. Your school 
counselor will automatically submit it on your behalf after you have:
ÅAdded the college to your Common App account.

ÅLinked your Common App and SchooLinks accounts.

ÅRequested and paid for your transcript in the Records Room.



Adding Non -Common App Colleges to 
College Application Manager (CAM) in 

SchooLinks
1. From your SchooLinks homepage, 

click College,  then select College 

Applications.

2. Click +Add application.

3. Choose one of the following options: 

Å Option 1: Select a college from your 

Final List.

Å Option 2: Search for the college by 

name and click Add Application.

4. After adding a college into CAM, you will 

be prompted to select:
ÅApplication Method:  Common App or 

Direct-to-Institute

ÅApplication Type:  Early Action, Rolling 

Admission, Regular Decision, etc.

ÅStudent Requirements:  application 

materials required by the college



Manage Application Requirements

Student Checklist

ÅItems to be completed by the 
student

ÅOptional items can be added or 
removed

Teacher Recommendations

ÅShows the required number of 
recommendations with instructions

Counselor Documents

ÅShows the requested counselor 
documents

ÅCannot be edited by the student



VIDEO: Setting Up College Application 
Manager (CAM) in SchooLinks



Teacher Recommendation Guidelines

Å Request teacher letters of recommendation by Tuesday, September 1, 2026.

Å It is your responsibility to research each college's admissions requirements to determine 
whether a teacher letter of recommendation is required.

Å Not all colleges require or accept teacher letters of recommendation.

Å If a college does not require or accept teacher letters of recommendation, do not request 
one from your teachers.  Unnecessary letters will not be considered as part of the 
admissions process.

How to Request a Teacher Recommendation

Å Students invite their teachers to upload and send letters of recommendation in 2 steps:

ÅSTEP 1: Provide teachers with a copy of your teacher recommendation form . 

ÅSTEP 2: Add teachers manually into SchooLinks, and the teacher will be alerted via email 
of the request.

Teacher Letters 
of Recommendation

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/class2027


1. From your SchooLinks homepage, click College,  
then select College Applications.

2. Click Make Requests.

3. Search for a teacher or manually enter your 
teacherôs name in the search bar. Click Continue.  

4. Select the college(s) to which you want your 
teacher to send the letter of recommendation. 
Click Continue.

5. Optional. Add additional information for your teacher 
to review. Click Submit. 

6. Your teacher will automatically receive an email 
notifying them of your recommendation request.

NOTE: Counselor recommendations are 
automatically requested if required by 
the college

Adding Teacher Letters of 
Recommendation Requests 

in SchooLinks



Tracking Teacher Recommendation 
Letter Status in SchooLinks

View recommenders along with the 
current status:

ÅFulfilled

ÅPending

ÅDeclined

NOTE: Students cannot view their 
letters of recommendation, even if they 
have not  waived their right to them



Counselor Letters 
of Recommendations

Not all colleges require a counselor letter of recommendation.

If the college(s) youôre applying to do require a counselor letter of 
recommendation:

ÅSchooLinks will automatically notify your school counselor when you add that 
college to your College Application Manager. You do not  need to request a 
counselor letter separately through SchooLinks.

ÅYour school counselor must receive a completed Postsecondary Options Packet  
before she can write a letter of recommendation.
ÅBy this point, you should have emailed your completed Postsecondary Options Packet to your 

school counselor as part of your English summer reading assignment. Your English teacher will 
give you credit for completing this assignment.

ÅIf you have not already submitted your packet, you must email it to your school counselor by 
Tuesday, September 1, 2026 . This deadline allows your counselor enough time to prepare the 
required recommendation and school report before application deadlines.

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/class2027


STEP 7:
Requesting Your Transcript

Students must complete both  of the following steps to request a transcript.

STEP 1 
ÅMake sure every college youôre applying to is listed in the Colleges Application Manager 

(CAM) in SchooLinks.
ÅApplying through Common App: Your colleges will automatically appear in CAM after you 

link  your Common App account with SchooLinks. 

ÅApplying directly to a college (not using Common App): You must manually add each college 
to CAM before requesting your transcript. Click here  for directions.

STEP 2 
ÅGo to the Records Room (in the Counseling Office) to do the following:
ÅSign your transcript card.

ÅPay $2.00 per transcript.

ÅPayment must be made by cash or check only (no credit cards or MyPaymentsPlus).

ÅExact change is preferred if paying with cash.

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_3ea18f17a25a49dbaaf4649992beb718.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8750eb8ad2d84155820b0850bce4d900.pdf


.

Unofficial Transcripts

ÅAll seniors will receive a copy of their unofficial transcript via mail and in 
homeroom the week of August 18, 2026.

ÅTake a picture of your unofficial transcript and put it in a safe place for your 
records.

ÅMany college applications require you to self-report your grades, so you will 
need a copy of your transcript to do this.

ÅSome colleges may require you to upload an unofficial copy of your transcript.



Sending Your Transcript 
to the NCAA Eligibility Center

1. Click here to create an account with the NCAA Eligibility Center.

2. Complete the NCAA Eligibility Center application. Walton cannot send 
your transcript until your application has been submitted.

3. Add ñNCAAò to your transcript cardand pay the $2 transcript fee in the 
Records Room, just as you would for any other transcript request.

4. Once these steps are complete, Walton will send your transcript to the 
NCAA Eligibility Center.

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


Scholarships & Financial Aid



Financial Aid

Å Financial Aid  helps students pay for college

Å Types of Financial Aid:

ÅScholarships

ÅGrants

ÅStudent Loans

ÅWork-study

Å Scholarships and Grants DO NOT have to be repaid

Å Student Loans MUST be repaid (the amount borrowed + interest)

Å Upcoming Financial Aid Night: Monday, October 5th @ 6:30 pm 
(in-person in Walton Theater)

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/financial-aid
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/financial-aid


Scholarships

Å Types of scholarships: 
ÅMerit -based  ï awards for grades, test scores, leadership, or achievements

ÅNeed-based  ï based on financial need

ÅAthletic  ï for students who play sports

ÅTalent -based  ï for skills in music, art, theater, or dance

ÅCareer/Major -specific ï for specific fields (e.g., nursing, education)

ÅLocal  ï offered by community groups or businesses

ÅCollege  ï given directly by colleges

ÅPrivate  ï funded by companies or organizations

Å Where to find college scholarships:
ÅSchooLinks

ÅWalton Scholarship Page

ÅWalton Scholarship List  ï frequently updated by CCSD & Walton

ÅGAfutures  

ÅCollege/University Financial Aid office websites

ÅOnline search engines (e.g., Fastweb )

Deadlines vary for each scholarship; make sure you pay attention and 
submit your application on time.

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_2dda4eac2407480a9e5c1e0566b1c1af.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_2dda4eac2407480a9e5c1e0566b1c1af.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/scholarships
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/scholarships
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1g1MXgwhloli--PKSe39S3H6tZrDLGVxIidI1YUJBjaU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1g1MXgwhloli--PKSe39S3H6tZrDLGVxIidI1YUJBjaU/edit?usp=sharing
https://secure.gafutures.org/scholarship-search
https://secure.gafutures.org/scholarship-search
https://www.fastweb.com/ppc?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&ESRC=fw_ggl.kw&pibrand=FW&pichannel=paid&pivertical=recruitment&piproduct=recruitment&pipartner=internal&piform=owned&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=209138163&gbraid=0AAAAAD_qkBeqJJlhgO3RDnlRqeqagZts-&gclid=CjwKCAjw4dDTBhAqEiwAkHYmSgLeY9z2OuNg7ZE1HlzzBwxJOJ4rrZTuC77-ez3_GfYZiHpXDAgWYhoC82cQAvD_BwE


Scholarship Matching 
in SchooLinks

1. From your SchooLinks homepage, click College,  then select 
Scholarship Matching. 

2. Complete the questions in all three categories: 
Å Eligibility

Å Interests

Å Colleges

3. Click View Matches to see scholarships that match your profile.

4. Select a scholarship to review the eligibility requirements, application details, 

and deadlines, then apply if you are interested.



FAFSA

ÅFAFSA ï Free Application for Federal Student Aid (opens October 1, 2026)

Å It is an online application that is completed by students and their families who want the 

opportunity to receive federal funding to pay for college.
ÅPell Grant (need-based)

ÅStudent Loans

ÅMust be completed on an annual basis and determines how much money oneôs family would 

be able to contribute to the studentôs cost of attending college.

ÅRequires federal tax information from the studentôs family for application completion and 

submission.

The FAFSA can also be used to satisfy the request to receive state funding for the 

HOPE program as well: HOPE/Zell Miller scholarships, HOPE/Zell Miller Grants, 

and HOPE Career Grant.

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


HOPE/Zell Miller Scholarship 
Eligibility Requirements

HOPE Scholarship
1

ÅBe a U.S. citizen or meet eligible non-citizen 

requirements.

ÅBe a Georgia resident for at least one year.

ÅMust graduate from a Georgia high school.

ÅBe in compliance with Selective Service 

registration requirements.

ÅMust pass 4 rigor classes from GSFCôs 

Academic Rigor Course List .

ÅMust have a minimum of a 3.0 HOPE GPA 

upon graduation.

Zell Miller Scholarship

ÅBe a U.S. citizen or meet eligible non-citizen 
requirements.
ÅBe a Georgia resident for at least one year.
ÅMust graduate from a Georgia high school .
ÅBe in compliance with Selective Service 

registration requirements.
ÅMust pass 4 rigor classes from GSFCôs 

Academic Rigor Course List .
ÅMust have a minimum of a 3.7 HOPE GPA 

upon graduation.
Å1200 SAT (Math and Reading) or 25 ACT 

(Composite).

To check your HOPE GPA, visit GAfutures.org

You must have a GAfutures account, and Walton must have your SSN to 

review your HOPE GPA.

https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/hope-scholarship/basic-eligibility/
https://www.gafutures.org/media/apofcfmn/rigor-list-september-2025.pdf
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/zell-miller-scholarship/
https://www.gafutures.org/media/apofcfmn/rigor-list-september-2025.pdf
https://www.gafutures.org/


HOPE/Zell Miller Grants 
Eligibility Requirements

HOPE Grant

ÅBe a U.S. citizen or meet non-
citizen requirements .

ÅBe a Georgia resident for at 
least one year .

ÅNo GPA requirement .

ÅNo test score requirement .

ÅEligible for students working 
towards a certificate or diploma 
at any Technical College System 
of Georgia (TCSG). 

HOPE Career Grant

ÅBe a Georgia resident.

ÅHelps students start a well-
paying career with little to no 
debt while also building a 
skilled workforce for Georgia 
employers.

ÅMust be a recipient of the 
HOPE or Zell Miller Grant .

ÅEligible for students working 
towards a certificate or 
diploma at a technical college 
in programs that are 
considered high-demand 
career fields.

Zell Miller Grant

ÅBe a U.S. citizen or meet non-citizen 
requirements.

ÅBe a Georgia resident.

ÅNo high school GPA requirement.

ÅA minimum 3.5 postsecondary 
calculated HOPE GPA at the end of 
each term is required in order to 
maintain eligibility.

ÅAvailable to Georgia residents who 
are working towards a certificate or 
diploma at a Technical College 
System of Georgia (TSCG) or 
University System of Georgia (USG) 
institution.

Click here  for more information about the HOPE Grant Programs

https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-grants/hope-grant/


CSS Profile

Å Many private colleges require the CSS Profile  in addition to 
the FAFSA.

Å Used by many Early Action/Early Decision institutions.

Å CSS Profile is available October 1, 2026.

Å$25 Original Application Fee/One College.

Å$16 for additional college/program.

ÅStudents eligible for SAT fee waiver may receive a CSS fee 
waiver.

ÅClick here  for a comprehensive list of institutions.

https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile
http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile


HOPE Program FAQs

How do I apply for the HOPE/Zell Miller Scholarship or Grant?
Answer: Complete the FAFSA each year OR complete the GSFAPP

What is the deadline to submit the HOPE Program application?
Answer: The last day of the school term or the studentôs withdrawal date, whichever 

occurs first.

What is my HOPE GPA?
Answer: It is viewable from the Your HOPE GPA tab after logging in to your GAfutures profile. It is 

not  the same as your CCSD weighted or unweighted GPA.

Your Social Security Number (SSN) must  be on file in the Cobb County student record system to 

receive any HOPE/Zell Miller funds!



Volunteer Service Hours



Volunteer Service Hours

Å Click here  for detailed information about Waltonôs Volunteer Service 
Recognition Program.

Å180 hours of approved volunteer service.

ÅHours must be tracked using MobileServe and submitted in the school year in 
which they were performed by April 15, 2027.

Å Email Rebecca.England@cobbk12.org  with questions.

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/volunteer
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/volunteer
mailto:Rebecca.England@cobbk12.org


Upcoming Events



Upcoming Events

ÅSenior Family Night College Presentation
ÅTuesday, August 18 @ 6:30 pm in the Walton Theater

ÅCCSD College Fair 
ÅMonday, September 14 @ 6:00 pm at Walton
ÅClick here  to register 

ÅFinancial Aid Night
ÅMonday, October 5 @ 6:30 pm in the Walton Theater

ÅASVAB
ÅWednesday, October 28 during WEB in Lab 203

ÅClick here  to register

https://www.scholartrek.com/cobb
https://www.scholartrek.com/cobb
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/testing
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/testing


Have a great senior year!

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/class2027  

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/class2027
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