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WHO IS Yﬂllll Sﬂllﬂﬂl COUNSELOR?

Mrs. Watford Mrs. Jackson
L-N O-SlI




SUPPORT STAFF

Dr. England

College Advisor ' Mrs. Schrenk
Scholarship & Volunteer Records Room Clerk
Service Hours Coordinator




FOLLOW US ON OUR

S O C ‘ A I_ f @waltonhighcounselors

NE @waltonhighcounselors

M E D | A W @waltoncounselor

https://linktr.ee/waltoncounselingsocialmedia

HOW TO STAY IN THE KNOW


https://linktr.ee/waltoncounselingsocialmedia

Walton High School
Counseling Department

1580 Bill Murdock Road = Marietta, GA 300562
Tel: T70.578.3225 » Fax: 7r0-573-3227

ey Shucent Ensolimet Infoemration

Upcoming Events

HOW TO STAY IN THE KNOW

www.waltonhighcounseling.com



http://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/
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HOW TO STAY IN THE KNOW

www.cobbk12.org/page/86929/ctls-frequently-asked-
questions-faq

Remember to enable CTLS notifications on your cell phone!!!


http://www.cobbk12.org/page/86929/ctls-frequently-asked-questions-faq
http://www.cobbk12.org/page/86929/ctls-frequently-asked-questions-faq

PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

College admission factors
Admission application terms

SAT/ACT

College (and Walton) application procedures

NEVIEI o=

Scholarships & Financial Aid



GEORGIA MATCH

GEORGIA MATCH helps students and families see which Georgia
colleges they’re eligible to attend based on their HOPE GPA
through 11th grade

e Simple way to explore college options and plan next steps

e Students still need to apply — but the process will be easy!

e Students’ personalized GEORGIA MATCH colleges will appear
in their GAfutures Student Dashboard.

e Students will receive their GEORGIA MATCH letters in the mail
in October




FACTORS FOR COLLEGE ADMISSION

Letters of
Recommen dation

Demonstrated

GRADES & GPA



POINTS TO CONSIDER

® Check admissions requirements by visiting college website
® GPA admission requirements vary from school to school

® Weighted and unweighted GPAs will be reported on CCSD
transcript; for applications, use overall weighted GPA

® Class rank is not included on transcripts or reported on Secondary
Reports

® Some colleges want students who show an interest in their school .

(demonstrated interest)




BUILDING A GOLLEGE LIST

“Reach schools” are those where senior’s

Apply to 1 or 2 academic credentials fall below the
school’s range for the freshman class.

Match Schools “Match schools” are schools where

student’s academic credentials fall
within or perhaps slightly exceed the
school’s range for the freshman class.

, “Likely schools” are schools where
students will almost definitely get into
because academic credentials are much
better than the typical range for college’s

Applyto2or3

Apply to at least 2 or 3




OTHER FACTORS TO CONSIDER

Size and diversity
of student body

Campus life —
athletics, activities,
housing

Location

Graduation and
retention rates

Financial aid and
scholarship
opportunities

Academic
programs

Internships, study

abroad, research

opportunities, job
placement




OTHER FACTORS TO CONSIDER

Above all, think about where
vour child will be the most
happy and successful in their

college life.




APPLIGATION TYPES: COMMON APP

® The Common App (CA) is a free admission application that applicants
may use to apply to any of the 1,000 + member colleges and
universities.

® Each college charges its own application processing fee. @

Students must

1. Create a CA account Common
2. Add a college to CA qpp ~J

3. Waive FERPA rights and match CA account in Naviance
(click here for directions)

In CA, students may monitor submissions of their documents and
check when the college has downloaded them.



https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/apply
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_c3327906eb4a4cacbb16d5bb9c25d4f8.pdf

APPLIGATION TYPES: COLLEGE'S OWN
APPLICATION/DIREGT TO INSTITUTION

® Some colleges have their own school-specific
application found on the college’s undergraduate
admissions website

® Students must manually add these schools to the
“Colleges I’'m Applying To” list in their Naviance

accounts



https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8637fd29262d43cc84c8e422b19bd3eb.pdf

APPLICATION DEADLINES

Regular Decision e Deadline date established by the institution
o . e Cannot apply ED to other colleges, can only
Early D:i(:;'i(:‘n I& I : apply regular decision.
8 e |f accepted, must attend (BINDING)

; e Can apply early to other colleges, can appl
Early Action: Non-Binding o rengIZr dec»ilsion g pply

Single Choice Restricted
Early Action:
Non-Binding

e Cannot apply early to other colleges, can
apply for regular decision

Rolline Admission e Open admission, decisions are given
& throughout the year, not at a specific time

e Similar to rolling admissions, but priority is
Priority Deadline given to those applicants who meet the
earlier priority deadline




SAT & ACT

® A college’s standardized testing policy will be clearly explained on its
website

Dates and registration for upcoming SAT and ACT dates
® SAT/ACT scores

" |f a college requires an official SAT/ACT score, these scores must be
sent directly from the testing agencies’
websites.

" Click here to send SAT scores
¥ Click here to send ACT scores

" Electronic sending of scores can take a few
weeks, so plan accordingly

® Some colleges will allow students to self-report
standardized test scores



https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/testing
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html#dates
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/send-scores-to-colleges/sending-scores 
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/sending-your-scores.html 

TEST-OPTIONAL POLICIES

For colleges that are test-optional for Fall 2026 admission:

® Students may submit test scores if they believe it will
strengthen their application

® Submitting test scores is not required for test-optional
colleges

® Colleges may place greater emphasis on other parts of the
application (e.g., GPA, essays, activities)

® Always check each college’s website in the fall for updated
test-optional policies and admission criteria


https://blog.collegeboard.org/what-is-a-test-optional-college

UPGOMING TEST DATES 2023-2026

G?CollegeBoard SAT ThA(::T
_—

® August 23* - September 6*
¢ September 13 » October 18*

¢ October 4 - December 13*
® November 8* Feb 14

¢ December 6 Ae -r|u1a{y

® March 14* " g

i - julne1113

¢ June 6 U

Test dates subject to change/cancellation
Check college website for test deadlines!




TEAGHER LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

® Check if a letter of recommendation is required. If the college does ~
not accept one, do not send one! Only send what the college
requests. 2
® ;ﬁ!

Colleges recommend letters come from 11th or 12th grade teachers
in academic subjects.

Students ask their teachers in person

/. Teacher agrees, student completes the teacher recommendation
form from Class of 2026 section on counseling website

3 . Student manually adds teachers into their Naviance account and
specifies the teachers write for all colleges or for specific colleges only | &

All recommendation requests are due by Tuesday, September 2



https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/class2026
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/class2026
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_35cec55eebe746c39d508f0b85066cd5.pdf

REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS:
2 STEP PROCGESS

e CA colleges - students must
match their CA and Naviance

1. Students add colleges in account and waive their FERPA
Naviance and indicate the type of  rights
application they will use. * Non-CA colleges — students

must add colleges to “Colleges I'm
Applying To” list in Naviance

2. Students complete a transcript card in the records room (located
@ in the counseling office) and pay $2.00 per transcript requested
(cash or check only)

It is your student's responsibility to complete all parts of the above process,

or transcripts cannot be sent!



https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_c3327906eb4a4cacbb16d5bb9c25d4f8.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8637fd29262d43cc84c8e422b19bd3eb.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8637fd29262d43cc84c8e422b19bd3eb.pdf

UNOFFICIAL TRANSGRIPT AND
SENIOR STATUS GHECK

® On Friday, 8/15, senior status checks were mailed home to families >

® All seniors will receive a copy of their unofficial transcript via mail and in
homeroom the week of August 18, 2025

® Take a picture of the unofficial transcript and put it in a safe place for
family’s records

® Many college applications require students to self-report their grades, so
they will need a copy of unofficial transcript to do this

® Some colleges may require seniors to upload an unofficial copy of the
transcript




GCOLLEGE CAMPUS VISITS

Fall break - great time to tour college campuses

Sign up for the college mailing list — open email and read it

Colleges may use email to track demonstrated interest

e Email/speak with admission counselor

Ask about financial aid/speak with financial aid officer
e |Inquire if your student can sit in on a class of interest
e Talk to students and faculty

e Seniors get 2 excused college campus visits (must turn in an official letter
from college to the attendance office)

Most colleges host on-campus tours/offer

CCSD College Fair at Walton on Monday, September 8th



https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/virtual-tours

GCOLLEGE VISITS AT WALTON

® Over 130 college admissions counselors come to Walton each year

® College visits at Walton provide students an opportunity to:

® Introduce themselves to the college rep — the rep may be the
one who reads their application

® Come prepared to ask thoughtful questions — great way to
make a good first impression and show demonstrated interest

® Students register in Naviance at least 25 hours in advance



https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8e24adf928284e8ca6434a5c0535a272.pdf

OUTCOME HIGHLIGHTS
CLASS OF 2025

® Top Colleges Where WHS Class Of 2025 Matriculated:

Kennesaw State University

University Of Georgia

Georgia Institute Of Technology-main campus
Auburn University

Georgia State University ® 4 Year — 92%
University Of North Georgia ® 5 Year — 2%
The University Of Alabama

® Military/Gap/Work
Georgia Southern University y/Gap/ /

. X Not Reported — 6%
Georgia College & State University

The University Of Tennessee-Knoxville




WALTON STATS

University of Georgia
Georygia State University

Kennesaw State University
Georgia Institute of Technology




UGA admissions — what matters most

® Grades are #1 — GPA recalculated on 4.0 scale from core academic courses
(incl. AP Art & Music Theory); D/F grades are major concerns.

® Rigor Counts — take the most challenging courses available (AP/Ib/Dual
Enrollment); AP grades get +1 weight; no extra weight for honors but
considered for rigor.

® Testing — SAT/ACT required; must be sent directly; UGA superscores both; no
preference between tests; high scores help but don’t replace GPA.

® Recommendations (optional) — best from teachers in rigorous courses who
know student’s academic strengths.

® Bottom Line — competitive applicants = strong GPA in rigorous curriculum +
solid test scores.

ear-admission-criteria/



https://www.admissions.uga.edu/admissions/first-year/first-year-admission-criteria/

UGA ADMISSIONS -
EARLY AGTION VS. REGULAR DECISION

EARLY ACTION VS. REGULAR DECISION - WHEN SHOULD | APPLY?

1. — 2. — 3. — 4. £
Do your grades, Do you have plenty Are you comfort- Are you okay with

rigor and scores of time toworkon able with having your decision

meet or exceed the your application admissions review being deferred

general averages AND take the your grades until March?

foradmitted SAT/ACT by through 11th

students last year? October 1st? grade only?

ollves)3 o)lves

volresy



https://www.admissions.uga.edu/blog/early-action-vs-regular-decision/

UGA EA ADMITTED STUDENT PROFILE

CLASS OF 2029 ® ADMITTED STUDENT PROFILE

o0

States + D.C.

154

Georgia Counties

3,021

High Schools

Jobs Held

Applicants

15,800+

Admits

l n ACADEMIC MIDDLE 50%
—

4.08-4.35
Core GPA AP, IB or DE Courses
Increase in total

applicants compared 1300-1470 30-34
to previous year. SAT ACT

32.9% 12% o

Total Admit Rate

25 9,380+
QO 16,730+

Volunteer Experiences

<5 6,180+

Creative Arts

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

s gl
P 23110+

Leadership Roles

3 24
First Name is “Georgia”

TOP 5 INTENDED MAJORS

* BS Biology

* BBA Finance (Intended)

* Undecided - Business

* BS Psychology

» BSME Mechanical Engineering (Intended)

*UGA does not have different admissions standards for
different majors.

‘ admissions.uga.edu/blog




Walton Class Of 2025 Stats
® Applied: 372 Students
® Accepted: 152

® Enrolled: 81




GEORGIA STATE ADMISSIONS

Admission to Georgia State University from high school is based
on four key factors:

® SAT/ACT composite score \QS’ |

GeorglaState
Umvers1ty

® High school grade point average (GPA)

® First-year index (FI) AND number of high school core courses
completed

® The first-year index (Fl) is based on a combination of SAT/ACT
scores and high school GPA in college prep courses only.




GEORGIA STATE ADMISSIONS

Freshman profile (based on the middle 50% of admitted class)
® High school core GPA: 3.24-3.76
® Sat: 1030-1220
® Act: 20-26

® Students can use the Panther Predictor on

the Georgia State website to
calculate their freshman index:

\

GEORGIR

STRTE



https://admissions.gsu.edu/bachelors-degree/apply/panther-predictor/#/

Requirements:

® Minimum 2.5 GPA (with qualifying test scores) based on the required HS coursework
(4 units English, 4 math, 4 science, 3 social science, 2 units in same world language)

® SAT minimums: 500 reading and writing score; 490 math
® ACT minimums: 18 English or 18 reading and 18 math
Timeline:

® Priority deadline for admission — November 1

® HONORS college application opens after acceptance into KSU;
® Deadline is May 31 ;-
® Students with a 3.5 GPA or above should apply for the honors program




GEORGIA TEGH ADMISSIONS FACTORS

Holistic application review:
® Application review process
® Academic preparation
® Standardized tests
® Contribution to community
® Personal essays
® Recommendations
® Major selection
® Institutional fit and residency

Excellent information on the Georgia Tech website about each of these categories



https://admission.gatech.edu/

GEORGIA TECH ADMISSIONS

Arecord number of nearly 67000 students applied
to join the 2025 first-year class at Georgia Tech.
The class qoal for this year is &,000 students
who will enroll in the Summer and Fall terms.

Admitted students come from:
128 Georgia Counties

50 States (plus DC, 6U, % 7+

105 ations :7&
3,100+ High schools

(1]
1 2 First-Generation Students

ﬁ5* Female 55," Male

8,920

Intended Areas of Study

Computlng

Total Admits "
Scheller College 3 -
3 0 % 9% of Business &‘% »
Engineering
. . Ivan Mlen College
Georgia Non-Georgia o ibera mf

Admit Rate Admit Rate




GEORGIA TECH ADMISSIONS

Walton Class of 2025 stats

® Applied: 251 (compared to 185 in 2024)
® Accepted: 56

® Enrolled: 35 C%'

WHS accepted student average from Summer 2019-Fall 2024

® SAT: 1527
® ACT: 34
® GPA: 4.53




HIGHLY SELECTIVE GOLLEGES

Highly selective colleges are institutions that admit 15% (or less)
of applicants

dg o EESN >'\,

o . /| VE @] 18
Harvard, Princeton, Yale, and other & } Ly
{5 N,

lvy League colleges
® lvy-like—Northwestern, Stanford, MIT,
and UChicago

° Yale Cornell BROWN  PRINCETON

Some public flagships like UCLA,
University of Michigan, and UT Austin

4»,1.55&\
Pum COLUMBIA HARVARD  Dartmouth

Liberal arts colleges like Williams, Pomona, Bates, Swarthmore

Increasingly popular schools like Northeastern, Duke, Vanderbilt,
and Boston University




NAVIGATING A COMPETITIVE
LANDSCAPE

® Admission rates continue to decline nationwide

® More students applying = larger pool of highly qualified
candidates

® Freshman class sizes have not meaningfully increased

® Admissions feel less predictable, even for strong students

® Most competitive impact: Ivy League average acceptance rate
now ~5% (down ~2%)




HOW TO STAND OUT?

® Not just a 4.0: strong academics are expected, but standout students also
show curiosity, motivation, and engagement beyond grades and scores. #

® Applied Passion: genuine interests drive their activities—shown through long-
term commitment, impact, and exploration inside and outside the classroom.

® Outstanding Recommendations: teachers and counselors highlight the
student’s impact, engagement, and personal qualities.

® Essays that Shine: personal and authentic essays connect past experiences to

future goals, showcasing voice, passion, and character.




WHAT CAN MY STUDENT D02

® Build a Balanced List: include accessible schools with higher
acceptance rates that still provide strong academics, research, and
experiential opportunities—not just highly selective options.

® Show Interest and Fit: research each school deeply, tailor
supplemental essays, and consider early decision to strengthen your

chances.




® Financial aid helps students pay for
college

® Types of financial aid:
® Scholarships
® Grants
® Student loans
® Work-study

® Scholarships and grants DO NOT
have to be repaid

® Student loans MUST be repaid (the
amount borrowed + interest)

PG )



https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/financial-aid

® Free application for federal student aid (FAFSA)

® Submitted annually by college students to determine eligibility
for student financial aid

® Includes sections to be completed by the student and
parent/guardian

® FAFSA will be fully available on October 1, 2025
® Click here for the FAFSA website

® Look for the “net price calculator” on the
college website to determine the estimated
family contribution (EFC) -- the estimated
amount you will have to pay to attend that
institution



https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

G3S PROFILE

® Many private colleges require the CSS Profile in addition to the
FAFSA

® Used by many early action/early decision institutions
® CSS profile is available October 1, 2025

® 525 original application fee/one college

® S16 for additional college/program

® Students eligible for SAT fee waiver may receive a CSS fee
waiver

® Click here for a comprehensive list of schools



https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile

SCHOLARSHIPS

Different types of scholarships:

Academic, community service,
athletic, hobby/extracurricular,
identity-based, need-based,
employer, or military
Check the scholarship resources in
Naviance on the colleges’ homepage

Scholarship list — frequently
updated by CCSD and Walton

Check the college websites and
online search engines.

Pay attention to deadlines!!



https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/scholarships

HOPE AND ZELL MILLER SCHOLARSHIPS

® HOPE Scholarship
® 3.0 GPA for core academic courses (English, math, science, social studies, and world language)

® 4 HOPE rigor courses

® Zell Miller Scholarship
® 3.7 GPA for core academic courses

® 1200 on SAT (1 sitting) or 25 on ACT (1 sitting)

® 4 HOPE rigor courses

® Remember for both HOPE & Zell Miller Scholarships
® HOPE GPA is calculated by the GSFC and found on the GAfutures website

® HOPE GPA is not listed on Walton transcript

® Click here for the HOPE rigor course list

Click here to learn more about the HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarship



http://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/media/scdfe1zp/academic-rigor-course-october-2023-02122024.pdf
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/hope-scholarship/

FINANCIAL AID NIGHT

Walton Theatre

Monday, October 6" 6:30 PM

Presented by the Georgia
Student Finance Commission




NGAA & TRANSCRIPTS

® Click here to create an account on
NCAA Eligibility Center

® Add NCAA to the "Colleges I’'m
Applying To” list in Naviance

® Add NCAA on your transcript card and
pay S2 in the records room (like you
would with other transcripts)

® Transcripts will be sent to the NCAA
clearinghouse through Naviance once
students have completed these steps


https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8637fd29262d43cc84c8e422b19bd3eb.pdf
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/_files/ugd/52ce70_8637fd29262d43cc84c8e422b19bd3eb.pdf

FINAL STEPS AND MAKING A DEGISION

Try to visit colleges
where your child has Compare financial aid Send deposit and
been accepted before packages. apply for housing.
they choose to attend.

Have student request
final transcript before Congratulations, your
Graduation and student is off to
complete college!
BRIDGE Survey

Get ready
for graduation!




WALTON GLASS 2026 WEBPAGE ON
GCOUNSELING WEBSITE

WALTON
COUNSELING

Home Calendar Information College Corner Presentations Resources Class 2026

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/class2026



https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/class2026

QUESTIONS? ;-;

Thank you for coming!

We hope your student has a wonderful senior year!
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