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                          THREE TASKS TO COMPLETE BEFORE YOUR   
JUNIOR ADVISEMENT APPOINTMENT

• Detailed instructions on how to complete the required tasks 

through SchooLinks can be found in the Junior Advisement 

PowerPoint slides 11-15

• Important: We will complete the Individual College & 

Career Plan (ICCP) during Junior Advisement with a Walton 

school counselor.



REGISTRATION 
DAY FOLDER 
INFORMATION

Inside your folder, you will find:
• Your transcript
• Your current schedule
• Your HOPE Report (yellow paper)

Possibly any or all of the following may be in 
your folder:
• ISA or STEM flowchart
• Social Security Number letter – if we are 
missing your SSN
• Records Room reminder for immunization 
booster: Form MCV4

You can also access the PowerPoint presentation 
from the Walton School Counseling website at 
www.waltonhighcounseling.com/presentations   

http://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/presentations


WHAT IS JUNIOR ADVISEMENT?

Junior Advisement aims to help you plan for senior year and ensure you have all 
your Georgia high school graduation requirements. There are four parts:
.
.

1. PowerPoint Presentation – This provides you with further information 
about postsecondary options after graduating high school. Please review 
this before your Junior Advisement appointment.
.

2. Top State For Talent (TSFT)  Georgia requires all juniors to complete TSFT 
tasks. Students must complete three tasks before advisement: Favorite 
Careers, 11th Grade Top State For Talent Survey 2026-27, and adding their 
personal emails to SchooLinks.
.

3. Individual Graduation Plan (ICCP) – A school counselor will work with 
you to plan out courses for senior year to meet academic and career 
goals. Parents/Guardians may view this plan on ParentVue >> Student 
Info >> Update Student Info >> Graduation Plan
1

4. Check out with a school counselor – Once you’ve completed the TSFT, 
you will meet individually with a school counselor during your pre-
registered time. At this appointment (20 minutes), a school counselor will 
help you complete your ICCP and answer your questions. 



Today’s Agenda

• Outline of Junior Advisement

• Counseling Department Info

• SchooLinks and tasks required

• Graduation Requirements & Options

• Post-secondary Options

• HOPE Programs, Financial Aid, & 
Georgia MATCH, Dual Enrollment

• Junior Advisement and ICCP



Walton Counseling Department 
Counselors (top row): Laura Clary, A-Ch; Betsy Alpert, Ci-G;  Donna Dunham, H-K; 

Erica Watford, L-N; LaTasha Jackson, O-SL; Lisa Fay, Sm-Z. 

Counseling Team (bottom row): Rebecca England, College & Career; 
Karen Schwartz, Social Worker; Melissa Schrenk, Registrar;  Collins Foster 504 Secretary , 

Devon Kugler, Counseling Asst, Jen Burns, Scheduling







www.waltonhighcounseling.com 

http://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/


SchooLinks

SchooLinks is a delivery system and a 
college/career readiness platform that helps 

students explore their interests, discover 
career pathways, and plan for life after high 

school.

We will use it to communicate with you and 
to coordinate various activities throughout 

the year.

You can access SchooLinks from CLEVER or 
Walton’s website.



Accessing SchooLinks

• Go to Clever

• Look under “More Apps” for SchooLinks 



Three Tasks To Complete Before Advisement
• On your homepage, you will see the tasks to complete under the To Do List

• There are three tasks to complete before Junior Advisement:
1. Favorite Careers

2. 11th Grade Top State For Talent (TSFT) Survey 

3. Set Up Personal Account for Alumni Access

You will complete the HS Individual College & Career Plan (ICCP), 
during Junior Advisement with a school counselor. Do not do this on 
your own.



Task 1: Favorite Careers

You must favorite at least 3 careers in the 
Career Center.

1. Click Favorite Careers

2. Click Go to Feature

3. You will see a list of careers. You can filter 
these careers based on region, clusters, 
education level, etc. 

4. Click on a career you’re interested in

5. Click Add to Favorites

6. Click Back

7. Repeat the process for two additional 
careers so you will have three total 
favorited careers. Click Home.



Task 2: 11th Grade TSFT Survey 

1. Click on Home

2. Click 11th Grade Top State For Talent (TSFT) Survey

3. Click Start

4. Answer each question

5. When you have completed the survey, click Next

6. Click Back to Dashboard



Task 3: Set Up Personal Account 
for Alumni Access

1. Click Home

2. Click Set Up Personal Account for Alumni Access

3. Click Go To Feature

4. Click Add Email

5. Enter your personal email address (not your students.cobbk12.org)

6. Create a new password and confirm the new password. Your 
password must be 8-20 characters and include at least one lowercase, 
one uppercase, and one number.

7. Click Save Email

8. Click Home

9. You should now only have the HS Individual College & Career Plan 
(ICCP) task remaining. You will complete this task during Junior 
Advisement with a school counselor. Do not do this on your own.



Graduation Requirements & Options



HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 

REQUIREMENTS



HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
VS. 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS

High School 
Graduation

• Determined by GA Department of 
Education (GaDOE)

• Tracked by you, your teachers, 
and your school counselor

• You graduate if you earn the 
minimum 23 required credits in 
specific areas

College 
Admissions

• Determined by the individual 
college

• Tracked by you – it is your 
responsibility to find out what the 
school needs/wants

• Materials that are needed before 
you can be accepted – you may 
not be accepted with just the 
minimum 

• May include college entrance 
exams (SAT,  ACT,  or Accuplacer)



Post-Secondary Options



Key Questions To Guide You

What path is the best fit for me after graduation?

What steps or requirements do I need to reach that goal?

Which tests or assessments should I prepare to take?

How will I pay for my education or training?



Postsecondary options

Apprenticeships and job training

Military

Specialty School

2-Year and/or Technical College

4-Year College/University



APPRENTICESHIPS & TRADES

• Training lasts 1 – 5 years and provides on-the-job training, often paid. 
 

• These kinds of programs can lead to secure and well-paying jobs. 
.

• Additional education and training can provide high levels of 
advancement and increased salaries.
.

• Examples include electricians, plumbers, HVAC technicians, certified 
cooks, firefighters, automotive/aviation technicians, licensed practical 
nurses, welders, and legal assistants.



Military Options

Military Branch Website Military Academy

Army www.army.mil
www.goarmy.com

U.S. Military Academy (West Point)
www.westpoint.edu 

Navy www.navy.mil
www.navy.com

U.S. Naval Academy 
www.usna.edu 

Air Force www.af.mil
www.airforce.com

U.S. Air Force Academy
www.usafa.af.mil 

Marine Corps www.marines.mil
www.marines.com

Future Marines attend the U.S. Naval Academy

Coast Guard www.uscg.mil
www.gocoastguard.com

U.S. Coast Guard Academy
www.uscga.edu 

http://www.army.mil/
http://www.goarmy.com/
http://www.westpoint.edu/
http://www.navy.mil/
http://www.navy.com/
http://www.usna.edu/
http://www.af.mil/
http://www.airforce.com/
http://www.usafa.af.mil/
http://www.marines.mil/
http://www.marines.com/
http://www.uscg.mil/
http://www.gocoastguard.com/
http://www.uscga.edu/


What does 
“College” mean?

SPECIALTY 
SCHOOL 

• Certificate or 
diploma 

• ex:  Aveda 
Institute

2-YEAR 
AND/OR 

TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE  

• Certificate, 
diploma, or 
Associate’s 

Degree 

ex: Chatt Tech, 
GA Highlands

4-YEAR 
COLLEGE 

UNIVERSITY

• Bachelor’s 
Degree

• ex: KSU, UGA

Someone with a high school 
diploma can attend several 
types of schools to earn an 
undergraduate degree or 

certificate



SELECTING COLLEGES

Campus Size 
& Location

Cost: Tuition, 
Financial Aid, 

and  
Scholarships

Admissions 
Requirements

Programs, Majors, 
& On-Campus 
Activities Offered

COLLEGE FIT
When building a college 

list, it is important to 
consider your 
preferences









TESTING



COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS – 
SAT & ACT

• Most colleges will accept either SAT or ACT

• We recommend that students take both the SAT and ACT at least once by 
the end of their junior year, whether officially or as a practice test.

• Students receiving free/reduced lunch qualify for fee waivers 
(email rebecca.england@cobbk12.org)

• Click here for more information about college entrance exams

mailto:rebecca.england@cobbk12.org
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/testing
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/testing




OTHER TESTS YOU MAY NEED

Accuplacer

• May be required placement exam 
for 2-year and technical colleges

• Schedule to take this test at the 
chosen college if required for 
admissions purposes

• Click here for more information

ASVAB (Armed Services 
Vocational Battery)

• Aptitude/career exam required for 
entrance into the military that 
determines your eligibility for jobs

• ASVAB dates: October 28 & March 17
• Click HERE to register.

https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/
https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-x3OL5-ROEmquMR_D8kYLTWf5nODU7dIno06RhYO2rpUOVZWSjhSTjFZWUs5RlVDTzZHWTEzRFJBUy4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-x3OL5-ROEmquMR_D8kYLTWf5nODU7dIno06RhYO2rpUOVZWSjhSTjFZWUs5RlVDTzZHWTEzRFJBUy4u


              



State Workforce Development Initiatives

HOPE Career Grant

• Helps students start a well-paying career with little to no debt while also building 
a skilled workforce for Georgia employers.

• Be a Georgia resident

• Must be a recipient of the HOPE or Zell Miller Grant

• Eligible for students working towards a certificate or diploma at a technical 
college in programs that are considered high-demand career fields

• To learn more about the workforce development initiatives in Georgia, visit 
the Linktree (or scan the QR code) below:
• https://linktr.ee/GAWorkForceDevInitiatives 

• https://tcsg.edu/free-tuition/ 

To learn more, visit GAfutures: HOPE Career Grant

https://linktr.ee/GAWorkForceDevInitiatives
https://linktr.ee/GAWorkForceDevInitiatives
https://tcsg.edu/free-tuition/
https://tcsg.edu/free-tuition/
https://tcsg.edu/free-tuition/
https://tcsg.edu/free-tuition/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-grants/hope-career-grant/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-grants/hope-career-grant/


STATE WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE

Click here

HOPE Career Grant

HOPE Grant

Click here

Dual Enrollment Accelerated Career Diploma

betsy.alpert@cobbk12.org

Click here to learn about workforce development initiatives in Georgia
.

The HOPE Career Grant can boost a student’s ability to start a rewarding 
career in a well-paying, high-skilled, high-demand job without 
accumulating much student debt. Combined with the HOPE Grant, these 
two grants can cover the tuition for 17 programs of study. Click here to 
learn more about the HOPE Career Grant. 
.

Dual Enrollment Accelerated Career Diploma offers an alternate path to 
high school graduation by allowing students to earn 2 technical 
certificates, a technical diploma, or an associate’s degree at a technical 
college (e.g., Chatt Tech) in a high-skilled, high-demand field. Email 
betsy.alpert@cobbk12.org for more information.

https://linktr.ee/GAWorkForceDevInitiatives
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-grants/hope-career-grant/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-grants/hope-grant/
https://www.tcsg.edu/free-tuition/
https://www.tcsg.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Accelerated_Career-08_03_23-MASTER_v2.pdf
mailto:betsy.alpert@cobbk12.org


Understanding Georgia’s 

HOPE Programs



The HOPE Scholarship

• Be a U.S. citizen or meet eligible non-citizen requirements.

• Be a Georgia resident for at least one year.

• Must graduate from a Georgia high school

• Be in compliance with Selective Service registration requirements.

• Must pass 4 rigor classes from GSFC’s Academic Rigor Course List.

• Must have a minimum of a 3.0 HOPE GPA upon graduation.

• Must have your SSN updated in the CCSD student record.

• Covers a portion of tuition!

To see your HOPE GPA, visit GAfutures.org

https://www.gafutures.org/media/apofcfmn/rigor-list-september-2025.pdf
https://www.gafutures.org/


Zell Miller Scholarship

• Be a U.S. citizen or meet eligible non-citizen requirements

• Be a Georgia resident for at least one year

• Must graduate from a Georgia high school

• Be in compliance with Selective Service registration requirements

• Must pass 4 rigor classes from GSFC’s Academic Rigor Course List

• Must have a minimum of a 3.7 HOPE GPA upon graduation

• 1200 SAT (Math and Reading) or 25 ACT (Composite)

• Must have your SSN updated in the CCSD student record.

• Covers full tuition!

To check your HOPE GPA, visit GAfutures.org
You must have a GAfutures account to review your HOPE GPA.

https://www.gafutures.org/media/apofcfmn/rigor-list-september-2025.pdf
https://www.gafutures.org/


The HOPE Grant

• Be a U.S. citizen or meet non-citizen requirements

• Be a Georgia resident for at least one year

• No GPA requirement

• No test score requirement

• Eligible for students working towards a certificate or diploma at any 
Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) 

• Covers a portion of tuition!

• Learn more about the HOPE Grant HERE

https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-grants/hope-grant/


How HOPE Grants Cover Your Tuition

Automotive Technology

Aviation Technology

Certified Engineer Assistant

Commercial Truck Driving

Computer Programming

Computer Technology

Construction Technology

Diesel Equipment Technology

Early Childhood Education

Electrical Lineman Technology

Health Science

Industrial Maintenance

Logistics/Transportation Technology

Movie Production Set Design

Practical Nursing

Precision Manufacturing

Welding and Joining Technology

These programs train you for high-demand careers and can be completed at a technical college with tuition 
covered. There is no minimum GPA to qualify for the HOPE Grant or HOPE Career Grant. Learn more at 

https://tcsg.edu/free-tuition 

https://tcsg.edu/free-tuition
https://tcsg.edu/free-tuition
https://tcsg.edu/free-tuition


Understanding Your HOPE GPA

HOPE includes your core academic courses—not 
every elective.

All classes that begin with the following count:
• 23.xx  English
• 27.xx  Math
• 26.xx  Science
• 40.xx  Science
• 45.xx  Social Studies
• 60.xx-64.xx  World Language
• Additional electives listed in Gafutures 

(courses approved for 4th year of science, 
advanced fine arts courses, etc.)

HOPE Reminders

• HOPE GPA calculates all courses that are 
HOPE eligible

• Review your HOPE GPA and rigor courses at 
GAfutures.org

• Check your HOPE GPA each year

• To view your HOPE GPA, your 
school must have your Social 
Security number on file.

https://www.gafutures.org/


YOUR HOPE GPA IS NOT ON YOUR CCSD 
TRANSCRIPT

Monitor your HOPE GPA on GAfutures.org

https://www.gafutures.org/


Georgia Match 



GEORGIA MATCH

GEORGIA MATCH is a state-wide initiative that gives Georgia HS seniors a 

personalized list of colleges and universities at which they meet initial 

academic eligibility.
• It uses the HOPE GPA after junior year to show a personalized list of colleges 

and technical schools across Georgia in which the student may be accepted.

• Students will receive a letter and can access the information through the 

Student Dashboard on their GAfutures account. Students must have a 

GAfutures account to view this information.

• Students may request more information about “matched” colleges through 

their student account in GAfutures.

• Some colleges may offer fee waivers when applying through Georgia MATCH. 



Dual Enrollment



DUAL ENROLLMENT

• Georgia’s Dual Enrollment (DE) program allows high school students 
to earn college credit while working on their high school diploma.
 

• DE covers tuition, mandatory fees, and required textbooks.

• The goal of DE is to increase college access and completion and prepare 
students to enter the workforce with the skills they need to succeed.

• Students can take both academic and CTAE (career tech) courses.
.

• Click here for more information regarding DE, including how to register for 
upcoming mandatory DE information sessions.

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/dual-enrollment
https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/dual-enrollment


DE: Accelerated Career Diploma

• Students must complete 9 HS credits:
• 2 English courses

• State-required English course + EOC and one other state-funded English course

• 2 Math courses
• State-required Math course + EOC and one other state-funded core Math course

• 2 Science courses
• State-required Science course + EOC and one other state-funded course Science course

• 2 Social Studies courses
• 2 state-funded core Social Studies courses or 1 state-funded Social Studies course + a third 

state-funded Math course

• 1 Health & an approved Personal Fitness course



DE: Accelerated Career Diploma

• If you are sure you do not plan to attend a 4-yr college or university 
immediately after high school (HS), and you plan to go straight into 
the workforce with a particular skill, this option may be for you (with 
parent approval).

• Requires only 9 high school credits and allows you to graduate with 
both a CCSD diploma and Chattahoochee Tech credentials at the same 
time

• If interested, contact Dr. Betsy Alpert at Betsy.Alpert@cobbk12.org for 
more information.

mailto:Betsy.Alpert@cobbk12.org


Individual Graduation Plan



Getting There

• Log on to Google Chrome

• Type 
https://studentportal.cobbk12.org 
into the search bar

• Sign in using your CCSD student 
email address and password

https://studentportal.cobbk12.org/


Individual 
Graduation 

Plan 

We will go over this plan when you meet with a 
counselor

Today, you will be creating or updating your IGP 
predicting what courses to take next school year. 

Each student's plan will look different.  Remember 
this is just a plan, registration is a separate process.

Your Individual College & Career Plan (ICCP) is a 
tool used to help you when planning your courses 

and to ensure you are on track for graduation.



Need to update this!



REVIEW

• After your Junior Advisement Session 
you will have:

• Reviewed Junior Powerpoint

• Completed Three Required Tasks

• Received a folder with your 
transcript, HOPE report, Applerouth 
Materials

• Met with a Walton School Counselor 
to review Individual College & 
Career Plan 



UPCOMING EVENTS



Upcoming Events for Spring 2027

Junior College Panel – 
February 1, 2027

ASVAB – March 17, 2027

Junior Classroom 
Guidance Lessons- spring 
2027 (where we go into 

the classrooms and 
review steps for summer) 
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